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Introduction 
 The Nigeria society is plagued by 
a lot of social vices that have found their 
way into the school system. These vices 
which have manifested into different 
disciplinary problems in schools, ranging 
from truancy, examination malpractices,  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
cultism, moral decadence to armed 
banditry and drug abuse. These problems 
have become so complex that school 
authorities alone cannot adequately tackle 
them, it therefore becomes paramount to 
involve all stakeholders in the educational 
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Abstract 

This paper x-rays the roles of the family in Educating the Nigerian child. 
With the many social vices plaguing the Nigeria society, it has become 
imperative that the family ensures that the child imbibe the right moral 
values, develop the right attitudes and character, acquire useful 
knowledge and skills, by providing family education, an informal 
education dealing with extra-curricular guidance on cultural values 
modeled by the parents themselves, showing a high degree of 
commitment to the child’s school work through personal involvement in 
helping to do assignments and encouraging the child to develop his 
abilities, creating a conducive home environment for the educational 
advancement of the child and most importantly financing the child’s 
education by paying the school fees on time and acquiring all the 
educational materials needed by the child. The possible ways of 
enhancing contribution to children’s education is also examined. 
It is revealed that Children learn from their parents certain values, 
actions attitudes and behaviour upon which later ideals are built upon. 
Parental involvement improves children’s morale, attitudes, and 
academic achievement across all subject areas. This paper concluded 
that family is the main engine of education, as the home environment is 
a very powerful factor in determining the level of school achievement. 
The recommendations are that Parents should be good role models to 
their children, spend more time with their children and take interest in 
their school work. 
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system to collaborate and form a viable co-
operation to give proper and quality 
education to the Nigerian child. The 
emotional and personality problems that 
lead to dislike for school usually begin at 
home. The fact is that a child home-
experiences usually affects his outlooks on 
life which is projected to the school 
situation.  
Thus, the family should be part and parcel 
of this almagam which will give a better 
education to the child. 
 In fact, the family background is a 
major determinant of a child’s 
performance. Thus as suggested by Jimoh 
and Aigboje (2003), with the complex 
problem confronting secondary schools in 
the country today, it has become 
imperative for schools to build and foster 
parental involvement in the education 
process of their children. 
 This paper, examined the emerging 
roles and responsibilities of the family in 
the education of the Nigerian child, by 
looking at the meaning of education, 
family, family education, parental 
commitment to the child’s school work, 
creating a conducive environment for the 
child’s educational advancement and 
financing the child’s education. 
 
Education  
 Education is the aggregate of all 
the processes by which a child or adult 
develops the abilities, attitudes and other 
forms of behaviour which are of positive 
value to the society in which he lives 
(Fafunwa 1989). Akpan (2009), explained 
that education facilitates realization of self-
potential and latent talents of an individual. 

He said education could generally be seen 
from three dimensions; Development of 
knowledge, Training of mental abilities 
and Development of character.   
` 
Family 
 According to the Longman 
dictionary of contemporary English, a 
family refers to any group of people 
related by blood or marriage especially a 
group of two grown-ups and their children. 
 
Types of Families  
There are two main types of family 
(i)  Nuclear family 
 This family consists of the father, the 

mother and their children. 
(ii)  Extended family 
 This family consists of two or 
more nuclear family or it consists of two or 
more nuclear families and relatives. 
Emerging roles and responsibilities of the 
family in educating the Nigerian child 
includes: 

 
Family Education  
 Family education is the informal 
education which comes from the home that 
includes knowledge and skills learned and 
refined during the course of life. Children 
learn from their parents certain actions 
attitudes and behaviour upon which later 
ideals are built upon. And children go to 
school with the values and attitudes from 
their homes. According to David (2009), 
parents are usually the role models of their 
children. They imitate them in various 
things that they do. The primary attitudes 
of sympathy, love, resentment Sharing, 
ambition, vanity, hero-worship, sense of 
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social justice, or right or wrong in general, 
kindness, equity, honesty, deference to 
public opinion, fear of ridicule, these and 
many other primary attitudes are 
developed spontaneously in the family 
because without them people cannot live 
together in any degree of amity or 
happiness. In the co-existence with siblings 
the child learns in a practical manner the 
numerous self denial and limitations that 
need to be imposed upon oneself. The 
school only helps to encourage those 
attitudes thought to be helpful in the 
teaching learning process, and also 
valuable to the child in his present and 
future life when the child grows into an 
adult. Family education not only provides 
children academic assistance on their 
school work, but also even more 
importantly provides extra-curricular 
guidance on cultural values, taught and 
modeled by Parents. Family education 
does make a big difference on the 
children’s development and success. 
Because parents know their children best, 
they play a unique role of improving their 
morale and attitudes which is the key 
factor to achieving success. Family 
education plays an essential role in helping 
children moral and spiritual development, 
and nurturing the child’s natural curiosity 
and eagerness to learn. 
 With the myriads of social vices 
plaguing the Nigerian society today, the 
importance of family to the education of 
the Nigerian child cannot be 
overemphasized. As it ensures that the 
child imbibe the right moral values 
attitudes and character that will enable him 
or her to live an outstanding life 

irrespective of the high level of moral 
decadence in the society. Parents play a 
very unique role in helping the child 
identify and respect his or her own 
learning strengths, interests, talents and 
needs. It helps the child discover his or her 
dreams, passions and goals, give him or 
her the wings of motivation and purpose 
for becoming an eager, self-directed 
learner. For a child to achieve academic 
success, his or her interests, talents, 
expectations and goals are best motivators.  
 Another role of the family in the 
education of the child is parental 
commitment to the child’s school work. 
One very important role of the family in 
the education of the child is giving the 
child moral encouragement by sacrificing 
enough of their time to be with the child 
and teach the child at home, ensures that 
they do their assignments correctly and 
timely as well as spending time to check 
the child’s school work to ensure that the 
child is attentive in class.  
 Whitemore and Chay (1989) 
reported that the more parents get involved 
in homework, the higher students 
performed in their studies. The reverse is 
the case when parents keep aloof of their 
children’s home work.  

A study commissioned by the 
Toronto Board of Education found that 
parental encouragement at home and 
participation in school activities have a 
more significant effect on children’s 
achievement than socio-economic status 
(SES) or student ability (Martox 2008) 
Parental commitment gives emphasis to 
the role parents play as their children’s 
guide and teachers. As the growing 
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awareness of the benefits of parental 
involvement in the education process is 
becoming evident, it becomes important 
that at all times, there should be a close 
contact between the school and home, and 
a sense of common purpose between the 
home and the school. Involvement varies 
from family to family and can take many 
different forms, from communicating with 
teachers and helping children with home-
work to participating in school 
policymaking groups. Parents’ willingness 
to contact teachers on a regular basis about 
their children’s progress is perhaps the first 
step to becoming involved in their 
children’s education. Parents can be 
involved in their children’s education by 
overseeing their homework time, checking 
their work daily for completeness and 
understanding, limiting time spent with 
friends and watching television, attending 
PTA meetings, telling them stories to 
communicate moral and ethical values, 
send their children to school on time, 
dressed as required, and with all the 
necessary learning materials. 
 Also as parents takes a deliberate 
interest in the school, educators should 
endeavour to become more committed to 
overcoming barriers and areas of 
misunderstanding that can arise between 
parents and school personnel. According to 
Black (1998) in Jimoh Aigboje (2003), 
Schools need to build both ‘bridges’ and 
‘buffers’ for the involvement of the family 
in the education of their children. ‘Bridges’ 
need to be built so that parents can help 
their children succeed in school while 
‘buffers’ should be in place to allow 
teachers and administrators to do their jobs 

and exercise their professional expertise. 
Maltox (2008) stated that a 1994 report 
issued by the U.S Department of Education 
noted that thirty years of research show 
that greater family involvement in 
children’s learning is a critical link to 
achieving a high quality education. That 
differences in school learning stem 
significantly from the values, habits, and 
relational dynamics at work within the 
household. 
 
Creating a Conductive Environment for 
the Child’s Educational Advancement  
 The family provides the right and 
favorable environment for the child to 
develop his abilities, attitudes and other 
forms of behaviour. A friendly home 
provides protection, security and emotional 
stability in a child. A child from such 
friendly homes shows greater 
independence and is friendly with his 
classmates and teachers, which enhances 
better performance in school work. But an 
unfriendly home results in slow 
development of age-appropriate behaviour 
and language difficulties such as baby talk 
and some reading difficulties. Such a child 
has more fear, quilt and anxiety to contend 
with. He or she is characterized by 
uncertainty and indecision which appears 
in unsettled attitudes towards their school 
work. Such a child show greater 
dependence and is more quarrelsome in the 
school. Children who are brought up in 
home where the parents are separate or 
divorced (broken homes) are emotionally 
imbalanced, faced by sleep disturbances 
and thus become irritable, fearful, 
aggressive and withdrawn. Such children 
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do poor in school. 
The white house conference study 

considered the influence of what it called 
‘accord’ homes and ‘discord homes. They 
concluded that the ‘accord’ home provides 
the child with protection, security, 
guidance and encouragement. While 
discord homes have much opposite effects. 
Because discord homes are marked with 
persistent conflict and divergence of aims 
between the parents, the child hardly gains 
a sense of family unity and he develops a 
sense of insecurity and may become 
disruptive in the class. Maltox (2008) 
reports that research consistently shows 
that “both male and females from single-
parents families performed less well than 
those from two-parent families”. The home 
environment is a most powerful factor in 
determining the school learning of students 
– their level of school achievement , their 
interest in school learning, and the number 
of years of schooling they will receive. 
 
Financing the Child’s Education  
  The family provides the material 
needs of the child up to a point he can 
continue. The inability of the family to 
provide all the needed textbooks, writing 
materials and other educational materials 
and good study environments because of 
poverty affects the child’s learning abilities 
and performance in the school. 

Children sent out of school from 
time to time because of the parents’ 
inability to pay school fees and meet with 
the school’s demands can never perform 
well in the school work Studies have 
shown that children from poor home 
background lagged behind in most aspects 

of school learning as parents find it 
difficult to provide financial and material 
assistance for them. The choice of school 
is normally influenced by the financial 
status of the parents. The financially 
buoyant parents look for long term benefit 
for their children. They are more interested 
in the quality of school while the poor 
parents look for short term benefit, for 
example, nearness of school to the house 
rather than quality of school. 

Maltox (2008), stated that the 
number and variety of learning tools 
(books, tapes, puzzles, encyclopedias, 
computers, and the like) in the home have 
a profound effect on student achievement, 
and is a much stronger predictor of 
academic achievement. The financial state 
of the family exert considerable influence 
over student achievement, because this 
determines the learning materials that will 
be available for the development of 
intelligence, achievement and competence 
in the child. 
Ways of enhancing family contribution to 
children’s education 

 We need not emphasize the 
obvious importance in obtaining a sense of 
common purpose between the home and 
the school. It is understandable that school 
and the home develop a co-operation 
partnership program. This partnership may 
include a formally organized parent-
teacher association or fellowship, parent 
action groups, parent board advisors, 
parent-school task forces, volunteer 
programs, booster club, parents training 
seminars and much more. (Demuth and 
Demuth 1995). In addition, the school 
should reassure parents of their concern 
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and support as well as draw attention to the 
concern shared for the students. When this 
is done, more confidence on the school 
will be placed by the parents.  

 Furthermore, the school should 
stress the benefits of parents’ involvement; 
encourage communication of observation, 
to bring about better understanding. This 
will make the parents partners in the 
progress in the education of their children; 
encourage parents’ participation in 
assignments scheduled for the evening and 
on weekends and very busy parents should 
be encouraged to spend short periods on an 
irregular basis. The school should provide 
a description and objective for each area of 
involvement with written criteria for 
success and acceptable standards of 
performance to guide parents who may not 
know how to do certain tasks. 

In addition, there should be 
appreciation of parents’ involvement no 
matter how small their involvement is. 
This is very important to motivate the 
parents. Where there is a grateful heart, 
there is a giving hand. 
 
Conclusion 
    For there to be quality education 
for the Nigerian child parents and teachers 
should place the child and his educational 
needs in the centre of their minds. The key 
to giving quality education to the Nigerian 
child lies so much in working to 
Strengthen families, because the family is 
the main engine of education. 
   Nevertheless, it is becoming 
increasingly clear that the key to 
improving student achievement lies not so 
much in working to improve schools as it 

does in working to strengthen families. 
The most effective and cost-efficient place 
for children to acquire the foundation for 
learning and moral values is in the home 
(Maltox 2008). 
  Family holds the key to giving 
quality education to the Nigerian child. 
Adequate attention should be given to the 
roles of the family in providing quality 
education for the Nigerian child. When this 
is done, the reward is bound to be 
bountiful. The problems besetting our 
educational system today to a large extent 
will be surmounted when the family’s role 
in education is effectively and efficiently 
carried out. 
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